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Abstract

Background and Aim: School closures have inevitably deprived students of their traditional source
of information. The objective of this study was to determine knowledge, attitudes, and practices about
COVID-19 among school students in Iran.

Methods and Materials: This study was conducted from March 24th-April 3rd, 2020. Data were

collected via an online-self-administrative questionnaire.

Results: Responses of 704 students were analyzed. Students' mean (SD) knowledge score was
21.5(4.6) of 30. More than 90% of students knew about the cause of the disease, the routes of
transmission, and the most famous symptoms: dyspnea and cough. Social-and- audiovisual-media
were the leading information source. Most students believed that people need to keep safe physical-
distancing, everyone should isolate themselves upon symptoms onset, people should avoid
unnecessary in-person contact with family-and-friends, and that cities need to go under lockdowns if
needed. Students' mean (SD) practice score was 20.2(2.5) of 24. Most students did not go on a trip,
and more than 80% said they would wear facemasks when going outside.

Conclusion: Students' knowledge about COVID-19 was almost adequate, attitudes were mainly
positive, and practices were satisfactory. There is still room for improvement in correcting
misinformation. Students agreed with implementing social-distancing measures and cared for their

safety and others in practice.

Keywords: Attitudes; Coronavirus; Knowledge; Perceptions; Practices; SARS-CoV-2
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